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CONFERENCE AGENDA

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Registration and Networking

9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.
Welcome

9:15 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.
Sexual Harassment Investigations in the Workplace
Christopher Johnson, HR Director 
Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery 

Chris Johnson oversees HR functions at the 
Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery in Wood 
River, IL Phillips 66 is a diversified energy 
manufacturing and logistics company. Chris 
has more than 20 years of experience in 
human resource and leadership positions 
within the oil and chemicals industries.

Previously, Chris served as Director of Global 
Human Resource Operations for Solutia. He also held the position 
of HR Manager for Valero Refining and HR Manager for Premcor 
Refining. During his tenure, Chris has been involved in numerous 
investigations to include sexual harassment, harassment, and 
violence in the workplace. 

9:40 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
What Constitutes Criminal Harassment
Jessica Ovca and Henry Schoemehl, Detectives,
City of Ballwin

Detective Jessica Ovca earned her bachelor’s 
degree in justice systems from Truman State 
University and has been in law enforcement 
since 2004. She has been assigned to the 
Division of Criminal Investigations for the 
last five years, specializing in crime scene 
investigations and computer forensics. 
Detective Ovca is a member of the Major 
Case Squad of Great St. Louis and is 
a certified Crime Scene Investigator through the International 
Association of Identification. She was selected to attend the United 
States Secret Service National Computer Forensics Institute and 
has developed the Ballwin Police Department’s crime scene training 
program for patrol crime scene officers. In 2018, Detective Ovca 
created a STEM in Police Work program to teach young women in 
the community how science, technology, engineering, and math are 
used in everyday police work.

Detective Henry Schoemehl began his career in Law Enforcement 
in 1977 after completing training at the Greater St. Louis Police 
Academy. For the past 20 years, Detective Schoemehl has been 
assigned to the Division of Criminal Investigations, specializing 
in juvenile crime, sexual assault, and arson. He has an extensive 
background in sexual abuse investigations, crime scene processing, 
advanced interview techniques, forensic interview techniques, 
and crime scene reconstruction. He is a member of the Major 
Case Squad of Greater St. Louis and is a certified Crime Scene 
Investigator through the International Association of Identification.  

10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
When Sexual Harassment is Criminal & How the 
Media Helps/Hurts Criminal Cases
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Kathi Alizadeh

Kathi Alizadeh has been Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney in St. Louis County since 1988 and 
is currently supervisor of the sexual assault/
child abuse unit. Kathi serves as Chair of the 
St. Louis County Fatality Review Panel and is 
the coordinator of continuing legal education 
for all St. Louis County Prosecutors. She is 
currently a member of the Missouri Criminal 
Code Committee, Missouri Association of Prosecuting Attorneys 
Best Practices in Forensic Sciences Committee, and the Missouri Bar 
Association Criminal Practice and Procedure Committee. 

Past roles for Kathi include supervisory positions in the domestic 
violence unit and member of the St. Louis County Domestic 
Violence Council, Missouri Safe School Committee, and Youth 
Violence Intervention Team.  Kathi has also served as a prosecutor 
for the St. Louis County Drug Court and the lead prosecutor in the 
Grand Jury trial investigation of the shooting of Michael Brown.  
She earned a Journalism degree from the University of Columbia 
and her Juris Doctorate from University of Missouri Kansas City 
School of Law.

10:20 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Q & A Sessions

10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Break
 
11:00 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.
Personal Story of Harassment and Seeking Justice 
Against Weinstein

Keynote: Katherine Kendall 

Katherine Kendall shares her personal story 
of being harassed by Harvey Weinstein. 
Her keynote address focuses on how she 
prepared to share her story publicly while 
highlighting the challenges of preparing for 
media questions.

Katherine Kendall was born in Memphis, TN, was raised in 
Washington D.C. and attended to drama school at the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York City where she won the 
prestigious Charles Jehlinger award for excellence in acting. She 
moved to Los Angeles in 1995 where she currently works as an 
actress, photographer, artist and film producer.

Katherine appeared in the cult classic ‘Swingers’ with Jon Favreau 
and Vince Vaughn and in TV shows ‘90210,’ ‘NYPD Blue,’ ‘Monk’ 
and ‘Rosewood,’ to name a few. On October 10, 2017, she came 
forward in the New York Times about her sexual harassment 
experience with Harvey Weinstein in the early 90s.  She completed 
interviews on CNN with Don Lemon, Brooke Baldwin, and Michaela 
Pereira, on CNN International with Isha Sesay and on PBS with 
Hari Sreenivasan.  Katherine also participated in the PBS and BBC 
documentary ‘Weinstein’ and the New York Times podcast ‘The 
Daily’ with Michael Barbaro and ‘The Slate’ podcast with Julia 
Turner. She is the spokesperson for ‘Vantage Point,’ a company 
using virtual reality to train and educate people to effectively deal 
with sexual harassment in the workplace and on college campuses.

Katherine is committed to bringing justice and healing to all victims 
of sexual harassment and sexual violence by continuing to speak 
openly about her own experiences. She is working with a group 
of women in the entertainment industry, also survivors of sexual 
predation, fighting to change existing policies on statutes of 
limitation, forced arbitration and non-disclosure agreements.

Q&A SESSION 



12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Lunch & Networking  

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
From PR Pros: How to Effectively Represent a Victim
Peter Shankman, National Media Guru

Peter Shankman is the founder of 
ShankMinds: Breakthrough, an online 
community of business professionals from 
around the world who come together to give 
and get advice, increase their business, and 
improve their lives.

Peter is also the founder and CEO of The 
Geek Factory, Inc., a boutique social media, 
marketing and public relations strategy 
firm located in New York City, with clients worldwide. In 1995, 
he launched his blog, www.shankman.com, where he regularly 
comments on and generates news and conversation.

Peter’s customer service and social media clients have included 
American Express, Sprint, SAP, The U.S. Department of Defense, 
Royal Bank of Canada, Snapple Beverage Group, Saudi Aramco, 
Foley Hoag LLP, NASA, Haworth, Sheraton, Walt Disney World, 
Abercrombie and Kent, The Ad Council, Discovery Works, New 
Frontier Media, Napster, Juno, Dream Catcher Destinations Club, 
Harrah’s Hotels, and many others.

2:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.
Break

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
From a PR Pro: How to Represent a Organization 
Ken Fields, SVP Corporate Reputation
FleishmanHillard  

Ken Fields leads FleishmanHillard’s 
Corporate Reputation team in the firm’s St. 
Louis headquarters office. He has managed 
hundreds of potential and actual crises on 
behalf of clients in the fields of healthcare, 
technology, business-to-government 
services, banking, faith-based non-profits, 
public safety, chemical manufacturing, 
consumer products and others. The crises on which Ken has worked 
include athlete behavior, employee misconduct, sexual abuse 
allegations, U.S. Department of Justice reviews, Congressional 
investigations, product recalls, product failures, environmental 
issues, high-profile media attacks and others. He has overseen every 
aspect of crisis communications including news media relations, 
spokesperson training, employee communications, customer 
communications, third-party outreach, regulatory communications 
and more.
 
Ken has helped clients effectively communicate during interviews 
with “60 Minutes,” The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, 
“World News Tonight,” “NBC Nightly News,” “CBS Evening News,” 
“Dateline,” “Today” and dozens of daily newspapers. He has 
prepared and trained clients in advance of media contact during 
crisis situations. In addition to his media training experience, Ken 
also serves as a client spokesperson. Before joining FleishmanHillard, 
Ken spent eight years working as a television news anchor and 
reporter. Ken received undergraduate degrees in broadcast 
journalism and political science from the University of Missouri.

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Shining a Spotlight on Sexual Harassment 
How do members of the media determine when to publish or 
broadcast stories of sexual harassment? In this panel discussion, 
veteran reporters will highlight the various technique of reporting, 
corroboration methods and the ethics of telling stories of assault, 
harassment and other forms of discrimination. We’ll discuss local 
stories recently connected to the #MeToo movement, and the 
process of reporting on-going allegations against Missouri Governor 
Eric Greitens.

Panel Discussion
Lauren Trager, Investigative Reporter, CBS
Jo Mannies, St. Louis Public Radio

Lauren Trager is an award-winning 
investigative journalist and a member of the 
News 4 Investigates Team at the St. Louis 
CBS affiliate KMOV.

Lauren has spent the majority of her career 
as a reporter and anchor, working for 
newspapers and in radio and television. She 
has also worked in the government public 
relations sector as the Public Information Officer for the St. Louis 
Circuit Attorney’s Office. She first moved to St. Louis in March of 
2013 and is now proud to consider the region her home. Prior to 
coming to St. Louis, Lauren worked as an anchor and reporter at 
KARK in Little Rock, AR. Please feel free to contact Lauren with 
news tips or just to say hello. You can email her at lauren.trager@
kmov.com or follow her on Twitter @LaurenTrager.

Jo Mannies has been covering Missouri 
politics and government for almost four 
decades, much of that time as a reporter 
and columnist at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
She was the first female to cover St. Louis 
City Hall, the newspaper’s second female 
sportswriter in its history, and spent four 
years in the Post-Dispatch Washington 
Bureau. She joined the St. Louis Beacon, an 
online news site founded by former Post-Dispatch editors, in 2009. 
The Beacon merged with St. Louis Public Radio in December 2013. 

Jo has won several local, regional and national awards, and has 
covered every president since Jimmy Carter. She scared fellow 
first-graders in the late 1950s when she showed them how close 
Alaska was to Russia and met Richard M. Nixon when she was in 
high school. She graduated from Valparaiso University in northwest 
Indiana and was the daughter of a high school basketball coach. 
She is married and has two grown children, both lawyers. She is 
a history and movie buff, cultivates a massive flower garden, and 
bakes banana bread regularly for her colleagues.

SYMPOSIUM EMCEE 
PRSA St. Louis Programming Chair

Chris Kuban founded Chemistry PR and 
Multimedia as a St. Louis-based, full-service 
public relations and multimedia firm in 2009 
with the vision that brands require a formula 
of multiple messages in multiple media thus 
creating a successful return on investment. 
In taking both an artistic and scientific 
approach to producing results, he has solid 
experience counseling celebrities, non-profits, professional 
sports teams and for-profit organizations in healthcare, art & 
history, labor unions, and corporate environments. 


